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Will There Be Enough?

Determining how much water is “just water we need will always be there
right” for the environment under a: and seldom think about what'’s
variety of circumstances helps to build a = involved in protecting the resource
foundation for sound water management. make sure it remains available. But i

Many of us take for granted that the water managers are immersed in thigs
issues and technical details: from ,
finding ways to provide drainage angs:
water supply for environmental, v
commercial and municipal needs, td&
carrying out water quality
improvement projects.

Regional water supply plans provide a
20-year roadmap for protecting water

WaterMatters is produced by the South
Florida Water Management District’s
Department of Public Information to inform
the public about District projects and
programs. An internet version is
also available in English and

Spanish at www.sfwmd.gov This is no small effort, as South Florida’s
population continues to grow rapidly and
restoring our environment becomes a top
priority. That's why developing a regional
water supply plan is also essential in
establishing sound water management
practices. Future needs for water must be
addressed in the context of all needs:
residential, industrial or agricultural, or to
nourish natural systems.

Another important mandate is to
establish minimum flows and levels, or
MFLs, for priority water bodies including
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determining at what point withdrawals
from a water body would be significantly
harmful to the aquifers or the ecology of
the surrounding area. When establishing
MFLs, consideration is given to both
consumptive and non-consumptive uses,

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER
SUSAN BENNETT

ExecuTivVE DIRECTOR

the watershed and the ecological
HENRY DEAN

performance during droughts. To date,
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current MFL priority list identifies an
additional 20 water bodies to be set from
2003 through 2008.

MFLs for the Northwest Fork of the
Loxahatchee River, which flows through
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within southeast Florida. Over the years,
major changes to the river system
occurred, including dredging the Jupiter
Inlet and the construction of the C-18
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The South Florida Water Management
District is a regional, governmental agency
that oversees the water resourcesin the
southern half of the state. It is the oldest
and largest of the state's five water
management districts.

Our mission is to manage and protect
water resources of the region by balancing

and improving water quality, flood control,
natural systems and water supply.
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resources, and are required by Florida law.reduced dry season freshwater flows. The

surface waters such as lakes and rivers or for water resources.

physical alterations which have occurred inbelow-ground

southern Martin and northern Palm Beach approximately 45,000 acre-feet; or about

drainage canal, which improved navigationto the challenge of regional water resource
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Canoeists exploring the Loxahatchee River.

Unfortunately, these changes also
created unnatural flow patterns and

establishment of MFLs mean the river will
ultimately be protected with a more stable
freshwater regime and future consumptive
uses will be prohibited from reducing the
flows. “The implementation of the MFL
recovery plan is a significant step forward
in improving the river's health by greatly
reducing and reversing the
intrusion of saltwater into
areas of the river where
freshwater communities are
found,” said Chip Merriam,
deputy executive director

The recovery plan for
the Northwest Fork and
surrounding watershe
includes reconnecting
the historic drainage
basin, improving
conveyance and
construction of a

reservoir in western Palm Beach
County. The recently acquired parcel has

“By December of 2007, a total of seven
cells covering about 900 acres will be
excavated to an average depth of 50 feet,
using the largest dredging machine in the
nation,” Merriam said. “It will provide

14.7 billion gallons of storage.”
The reservoir is part of the
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration

also provide augmented freshwater flows
to the river and help restore the
Loxahatchee ecosystem.

The District is continuing to develop
and refine solutions like these to respond

Tell us what really “matters” to you about water!

Here’s what I think:

Name (if you want us to contact you)

Telephone or e-mail

Return this card to: ~ Department of Public Information
South Florida Water Management District
P.0. Box 24680

West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4680

You can also e-mail or call us with your comments and mailing list requests:
mkirchho@sfwmd.gov ¢ pnichola@sfwmd.gov ¢ Toll Free in FL 1- 800-432-2045
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